"Assessment changes in Higher Education due to COVID-19"
abstract:
Covid came and changed our lives in a way never thought before. Our public life came to a standstill. As part of this public life
education too halted in the way we were used to. Higher education in particular had to look for a way of working in which
physical contact would be avoided but the learning process of students would be supported and continued as much as
possible.
Lessons learned with e-learning proved to be most valuable and after a relative short time interval a lot of institutes were able
to continue their education…..partly! The transfer of information, the interaction with students so that questions could be
asked and answered, took shape through the use of tools such as Teams and Zoom. Even seminars in which students could
work together on assignments or products were possible. The group size however did have to be adjusted, often due to
technical limitations. Also the frequency with which we came into contact with students was often less than BC (Before COVID19).
But education has a goal: to change the knowledge and attitudes of our students. In order to determine for everybody
(teachers, students themselves but also society as a whole) that those goals have been reached, we use assessments. And there
the problems arose! How could we determine in a reliable and (more troublesome!) also valid way without physical contact the
result of a student's efforts?
A lot of changes occurred in higher education especially concerning the way we assessed our students. Of course, as being a
cloud concerning assessment, a very interesting phenomenon! We therefore invited EAPRIL-members to reflect on the changes
they needed to make to their assessments. During this presentation we wish to share the results of this inventory.
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